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driven in either direction as desired. Above this journal-bearing is a series of similar bearings (five being shown), G G, passing through the wall of the chamber. Of these the middle one is in a line with the centre of the bale, supported and held on the carriage. The others are arranged at the corners of a square. Journalled in these bearings are the hollow shanks H H of the hollow screws 11 pointed at i1 i1. Each screw is perforated, i i, between the threads i1 i1 from the fixed collar K K. Upon the tubular shanks H H of the screws are fixed the gearwheels L L. At a short distance from the end of the chamber A is the hollow chamber or receptacle M, into which is to be forced the disinfectant liquid or gas. Th^ tubular shanks H H of the screws project through the wall M, passing through stuffing-boxes m m, and their bores communicate with the interior of the chamber, the shank of the middle screw being continued through the opposite wall and a stuffing-box, its solid or projecting end being provided with two fixed pulleys, N N, and a loose pulley o. When a gaseous disinfectant is used, it can be forced by any desired means through the pipe s into the chamber. "Where a liquid disinfectant is used, an elevated tank n containing the fluid may be used. As most fibrous materials, and especially rags, are baled so as to be in layers, it is preferable so to place the bale upon the carriage that the perforated screws may penetrate the material at right angles to the layers by which the gas or liquid issuing through the holes in the screws passes in all directions throughout the mass within the bale.
In the upper part of chamber A are perforated shelves v v, upon which, if desired, the material can be spread out and subjected to disinfecting gas or vapour. On the top of the chamber is n tank w nearly filled with disinfecting liquid. A passage w1 extends from upper part of the chamber up into the tank above the level of the liquid therein, and is then carried at its end down below the surface of the liquid. At its other end the tank is provided at its top with a discharge opening x and a suitable pipe